John 5:24-30
1) Hearing and believing the Son of God unto eternal life (5:24-26)
-“Hearing” the word is more than listening with your mere “ears”
-Believing “him who sent me” means believing his testimony (John 5:37-39; 1 John 5:9ff)
-Faith in Christ gives you eternal life here and now (John 17:3; Gal 2:20)
-There is no condemnation for those who “hear” and “believe” (John 3:18; Rom 8:1)
-They have passed from death to life (Col 2:13; Ephesians 2:1-10)
-The hour (of the Messianic Kingdom) is coming, and is now
-The time is now when dead will hear the “voice” of the Son of God and live (Acts 1:8, 2:41)
-The eternal Son of God can “grant” us life because he has “life in himself” (John 1:4, 5:26)

2) The judgment of the Son of Man (5:27, 30)
-The “Son of Man” is a Divine figure from Daniel 7:13-14
-Because the Jews knew this they “tore their robes” in response to his claim (Matt 26:63-65)
-We should think of Christ with holy reverence as the Divine Son of Man
-Jesus as the Judge of the universe will show no mercy to the “unbeliever”
-He will condemn the reprobate and justify the elect according to the will of the Father
-Jesus’ judgment is just in declaring us righteous because he has paid the penalty on the cross
-The blood and righteousness of Christ the Judge are imputed to all those who belong to Him

3) The resurrection of “all” unto life or judgment (5:28-29)
-This is a severe warning to the religious leaders from Jerusalem
-A resurrection of judgment means being “thrown into the fiery furnace” for all eternity
-Humanity split in two: those who “have done good” and those who “have done evil”
-For the believer the “doing good” is not the basis for salvation but rather the evidence
-The resurrection and judgment is universal in nature and includes “all who are in the tombs”
-The second advent of Christ’s will bring forth the resurrection and judgment of “all men”
-Some theologians like John MacArthur will disagree and separate the two by 1000 (+) years

4) Application:
-Some believers fear the day of judgment; but it is really only “bad news” for unbelievers
-Judgement day is “good news” for those who believe the gospel. We should even long for it!
-The second advent of Christ is our “blessed hope”, because it will bring forth the resurrection
of life, the judgment of the wicked, and usher in new heavens and a new earth in which only
righteousness dwells.

